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Solar Energy in Georgia 

 
A. Almost exclusively utility scale 

1. Like this Radiance Solar project in Camilla 
 

 



Solar Energy in Georgia 

• Distributed solar market was hampered by 
lack of PPAs 

A. Allow resident or business to obtain electricity 
from onsite solar panels without upfront 
investment 

B. Nationwide, about 900MW new residential 
solar, but little in Georgia 



HB 57:  Georgia Solar Power Free 
Market Financing Act 



HB 57:  Georgia Solar Power Free 
Market Financing Act 

Findings: 
 



HB 57 
Authorizing Language 

• 46-3-63.  
(a) Solar technology at or below the capacity 
limit may be financed by a retail electric 
customer through a solar financing agent 
utilizing a solar energy procurement 
agreement, provided that: 
 



HB 57 
Definitions 

• (14) 'Solar technology' means a system that:  

• (A) Generates electric energy that is fueled solely by ambient sunlight; 
(B) Is installed upon property owned or occupied by a retail electric 
customer; and (C) Is connected to the electric service provider's 
distribution system on either side of the electric service provider's meter.  

 

• (2) 'Capacity limit' means a peak generating capacity in alternating current 
that is no greater than:  

(A) Ten kilowatts, for a residential application; or  

(B) One hundred and twenty-five percent of the actual or expected 
maximum annual peak demand of the premises the solar technology 
serves, for a commercial application.  

 



HB 57 
Definitions 

• (11) 'Retail electric customer' means a person who purchases electric 
service from an electric service provider for such person's use and not for 
the purpose of resale.  

 

• (13) 'Solar financing agent' means any person, including an electric service 
provider and an affiliate, whose business includes the leasing, financing, 
or installation of solar technology. 

 

• (12) 'Solar energy procurement agreement' means any agreement, lease, or 
other arrangement under which a solar financing agent finances the 
installation, operation, or both of solar technology in which the payments 
are based on the performance and output of the solar technology installed 
on the property.  



HB 57 
Territorial Act Irrelevance 

•  46-3-65 

(a) Provided that the solar technology does not exceed the capacity 
limit, the leasing, financing, or installation of such solar technology 
through a solar energy procurement agreement shall not be considered 
the provision of electric service to the public, retail electric service, or 
retail supply of electricity by the solar financing agent, and neither the 
retail electric customer nor the solar financing agent shall be 
considered an electric supplier within the meaning of Part 1 of this 
article or in violation of exclusive electric service rights arising therein.  

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a solar financing 
agent's actions under this part shall not cause the solar financing agent 
to be considered an electric service provider for any purpose under this 
title.  

 



HB 57 
Territorial Act Irrelevance 

• 46-3-63 

(b) No electric service provider shall prevent or otherwise 
interfere with the installation, operation, or financing of 
solar technology by a retail electric customer through a 
solar financing agent pursuant to subsection (a) of this 
Code section, except that an electric service provider may 
require the retail electric customer to meet applicable 
safety, power quality, and interconnection requirements as 
provided in Code Section 46-3-64. 



Solar Energy and HB 57 
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