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John G. McCarthy is a Partner in and Head of the 
Litigation Practice in the Firm’s New York office, a 
member of the Firm’s Intellectual Property Law Group 
and its Finance, Banking, and Restructuring Practice.
Mr. McCarthy first and foremost is a trial attorney with extensive 
experience in federal and state court throughout the United States. 
He has been either first or second chair in more than 30 trials in such 
venues as federal court in Indiana, New Jersey, New York and North 
Carolina, bankruptcy court in Connecticut, Indiana and New York, and 
state court in Connecticut, New Jersey and New York. He has also 
participated in numerous evidentiary hearings for injunctive relief 
and in international and domestic arbitrations. He is a graduate of the 
National Trial Academy conducted by the ABA’s Tort Trial and Insurance 
Practice Section and the American Board of Trial Advocates. He was 
Chair of the Federal Litigation Section of the Federal Bar Association 
from 2016 to 2018 and currently serves as its liaison to the FJC’s 
Advisory Committee on the Federal Evidence Rules.  Mr. McCarthy is 
a former FBA Circuit Vice President and past Chapter President of its 
S.D.N.Y. Chapter.

Representative Experience:

• Lead counsel in the federal trial of a commercial valuation dispute 
that resulted in a $23+ million judgment in favor of SGR’s client

• After another firm lost a $3.3 million verdict against SGR’s client, 
he obtained a reversal and a remand for a retrial as to damages, 
and then obtained a complete defense verdict on liability;

• Successfully argued in the Seventh Circuit that the appellant lacked 
standing to appeal the order of the Bankruptcy Court resulting in 
an opinion that clarified the law on that issue;

• Represented an FAA Part 135 operator in companion lawsuits 
involving the leasing and operation of Pilatus PC-12 aircraft;

• Represented a sublessor of Airbus A330 aircraft in a Chapter 15 
proceeding in New York bankruptcy court of a non-US airline;

• Devised a plan for a bankruptcy trustee to use arbitration against 
non-US partners of a defunct international law firm, and obtained 
voluntary settlements exceeding $700,000 and arbitration awards 
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totaling almost $300,000;
• Obtained multi-million settlements for clients prosecuting 

intellectual property infringement actions;
• Negotiated a seven-figure settlement on behalf of a lessor of 

its claim in New York federal court against a non-US airline with 
respect to foreign object damage (FOD) to an engine;

• Prevailed after bench trial in bankruptcy court that U.S. preference 
law did not apply to transfer in Israel.

Mr. McCarthy has represented domestic and foreign clients in all 
aspects of general business litigation in a variety of areas, including 
business torts, contract disputes, corporate law, and governance, 
director, and officer liability, intellectual property, unfair competition, 
trade secrets, professional malpractice, bankruptcy, banking, 
products liability, and real estate.

Mr. McCarthy has worked extensively with the Firm’s Air Transport 
Group, both as an advisor on New York law issues and as litigation 
counsel. Mr. McCarthy also has extensive experience in litigation matters 
in bankruptcy court representing trustees, creditors, committees, and 
other interested parties and in district court representing parties in 
intellectual property infringement cases. Several of these matters 
resulted in opinions that are cited in leading treatises including Collier 
on Bankruptcy and McCarthy on Trademarks and Unfair Competition. 
Mr. McCarthy served as an attorney for the Monsey Fire District in 
Rockland County, NY and as an Adjunct Professor at Fordham Law 
School. He is AV Rated by Martindale-Hubbell.

Mr. McCarthy received his Juris Doctor degree from the Fordham 
University School of Law in 1991, where he served as Managing 
Editor for the Fordham International Law Journal and as a member 
of the Moot Court Board. He is also currently an Adjunct Professor at 
Fordham University School of Law. His law school note on the use of 
international criminal jurisdiction to combat terrorism has been cited in 
more than two dozen scholarly works, including at least four treatises 
on international law, and in testimony to a bipartisan commission of 
the U.S. House of Representatives. He received his A.B. degree in 
Biology from Fordham University in 1988. During college he served 
as an International Trustee of Circle K International, the college level 
of Kiwanis International.

Mr. McCarthy is a past President of the Fordham College Alumni 
Association. He coached youth teams for Rockville Centre Soccer 
Club, Rockville Centre Basketball League, East Meadow Soccer Club 
and St. Agnes Cathedral Catholic Youth Organization (CYO).


